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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE — TIME MANAGEMENT 

Statement 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [4.40 pm]: I will not 
take up much of the time of the house. I understand we will terminate proceedings early today, and that is a welcome 
occurrence. It is one of those things that happens from time to time. It occurs to me that what goes around comes 
around and I thought I might share a trip down memory lane. I refer to an article in The Kalgoorlie Miner of Saturday, 
12 November 2011, headed “Lack of activity in Upper House” and which states — 

GOLDFIELDS representatives on the Legislative Council say blame for the lack of legislative activity in 
the Upper House rests at the feet of the State Government. 

Opposition leader in the Upper House Sue Ellery yesterday claimed taxpayers were not getting “bang for 
their buck” from the Upper House, which costs $18 million a year to operate. 

Ms Ellery said MLCs did not have enough bills to deal with day-to-day. 

“Since we returned from the winter recess at the beginning of August, we have struggled to fill the 
scheduled hours with legislation,” Ms Ellery said. 

“Legislation is not leaving the (Lower House) in a timely fashion … where Government business is 
managed by Rob Johnson, who everyone now acknowledges is not particularly competent.” 

There may have been a typographical error there and it could be talking about David Templeman! It continues — 

She said the lengthy time it was taking bills to pass the Lower House — 

I should say that the Domestic Violence Orders (National Recognition) Bill 2017, which was read in today, was 
filibustered for two days in the Legislative Assembly by government members. To continue — 

coupled with the scheduling of the Council and Assembly to sit at the same time was creating timing 
issues. 

“We’ve had some days where we’ve not had legislation to debate,” Ms Ellery said. 

Greens MLC Robin Chapple said he blamed the changes on the Government’s disjointed legislative 
agenda. 

“At the moment this Government has no political agenda whatsoever,” Mr Chapple said. 

“This Government is merely marking time, bringing in law and order legislation when it can think of 
something to bring in.” 

That is amazing, is it not? 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: You wait till we have the all-night sittings; you’ll stop your bleating then. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: I accept Hon Alannah MacTiernan’s interjection about late night sittings, but if 
anyone causes them, it will be her side. We spent an hour yesterday on 12 typographical errors in the 
Statutes (Minor Amendments) Bill 2017. It was not the opposition that was taking up the time in that debate; it 
only goes to show. Once upon a time, the opposition would have gone out in front of the TV cameras and made 
some comment about this, trying to score cheap political shots. 
It is handy to see that what goes around comes around and that you never know how things might turn out. 
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